The Dominican Republic 2009, Part I
(By: Teryl Hebert)

We have just returned from our annual mission trip to the Dominican Republic. There were fourteen people from Oikos Ministries’ house churches represented plus our dear friends from Heaven’s Family David Servant and his daughter Elisabeth. What a joy to travel with so many wonderful believers who love Jesus! Psalm 133 came to life as we experienced the good and pleasant blessing of saints dwelling together in unity.

We worked the entire week with James and Maria Jones who pastor a network of house churches and operate a school in a poverty area of Puerto Plata called Playa Oueste or West Beach in English. I’ll talk more about them in our next blog.

In this article I would like to share with you the story of Jose Dolores Martinez and his wife Lola. They founded a ministry to drug addicts in Puerto Plata called “Sanando al Adicto a Traves de Jesus”, (Healing the Addicts through Jesus). His flagship verse for the ministry is found in Matthew 14:14, “14 And when Jesus went out He saw a great multitude; and He was moved with compassion for them, and healed their sick.” We truly saw this verse in action as compassion flowed freely through Pastor Jose and Sister Lola into the men that God has sent to them.





Lola and Jose Martinez with Teryl Hebert

Pastor Jose’s facility was formerly used as a strip club but is now used to robe men in the righteousness of Christ. Another passage that he lives by is found in Proverbs 3:27, “Do not withhold good from those to whom it is due, when it is in the power of your hand to do so.” This passage is painted on the wall behind us at the entrance to his facility and it truly depicts the lives of these two saints that give all for the multitudes of drug addicts in the Dominican Republic.
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Pictured from left Lola Martinez, Teryl Hebert, Jose Dolores Martinez, Mike Verrett, and Russell White, behind us Proverbs 3:27 is inscribed on the wall, a fitting verse for these two precious saints, Hebrews 11:38, “…of whom the world was not worthy.”

Jose and Lola take in any and all drug addicts that come to their door. When we arrived they had 48 men by the time we left they had 51. Most of the men that we met were living in the United States and caught with drugs then deported. Displaced from their families they find refuge with the Martinez’.

Pastor Jose requires a one year commitment in order for them to come in and they make this commitment and stay, this is amazing to me! Here in America we have wonderful facilities for detoxing and rehabbing but you can hardly get anyone to stay for a week much less a year without a court order. The conditions in which the men live here pale in comparison to any that I have seen in America but the results that Pastor Jose gets puts the American centers to shame.
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Teryl Hebert (in doorway) followed by Maria Jones, James Jones, and David Servant as we tour the living quarters of the men. At least six men stayed in each very small room.
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Accommodations for five adult men
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Dominican ceiling fan

We met a man there whose name is Ramone who was addicted to drugs and even worse he had not come out of his house for two years. He had not bathed, brushed his teeth, cut his hair, shaved, nor trimmed his nails for two years. This man was demon possessed but Pastor Jose and Brother James Jones cast the demons out of him and now he is clean and in his right mind totally free! He is now preaching the gospel and you would never know by looking at him the horrors of his tormented past. He whom the Son sets free is free indeed! Not every case is as drastic as that but the reflection of Christ on the countenance of all of the men is evident.
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Ramone, Transformed by the power of Christ!

Pastor Jose disciples all of the men using David Servant’s book “The Disciple Making Minister”. The book so inspired Brother Jose that he was set free from his religious traditions! To me this is just as radical as being set free from drugs!!! He has absolutely worn his copy of the book out.

Oikos Ministries has partnered with Heaven’s Family to print The Disciple Making Minister in Spanish. Through the efforts of James Jones the printing was completed and distribution began. It has caught on like wildfire in the Christian Book stores and on Christian radio in the Dominican Republic. While we were there Brother David Servant was interviewed by radio and television concerning the book. There seems to be a real hunger for Christianity with substance.
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Pastor Jose with his worn out copy of the Disciple Making Minister


[image: image7.jpg]





Pastor Jose and the men displaying their copies of The Disciple Making Minister

None of the traditional churches in the Dominican Republic support this work. However, our friend James Jones met this man and immediately began to help him in his efforts by supplying rice as often as he can. But James’ resources are also limited and stretched. You can imagine how expensive it must be to provide food and shelter to fifty men every day but they do.

In order to help with the expenses Brother Jose has come up with a fascinating financial enterprise. He and the men make soap and household cleansers right there on the campus. Then they market them for a profit. This usually pays the rent of about $650.00 U.S. for the month. What is more amazing about this is that Pastor Jose was formerly a communist but now he is a capitalist!!!
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Making soap and household cleansers

I have tried to give you a good sampling of what we experienced through the Martinez’ ministry but as I write I feel that my communication is totally inadequate to describe the work of the Holy Spirit.

We were so impressed with this ministry that we have decided to financially partner with them on a monthly basis. We will be teaming up with Heaven’s Family to consistently support this viable work. If you would like to partner with us you can contact Oikos Ministries by phone (225) 261-8233 or by email cccmichelle@bellsouth.net or you can follow the link to Heaven’s Family and contact their offices to send support, one hundred percent of what we receive will go to the Martinez’ ministry.

Many Blessings,
Teryl and Diane Hebert

